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An international workshop that critically engages with the epoch-making book 
The Logic of Life: A History of Heredity (1970) by French geneticist and Nobel 

Prize winner François Jacob (1920-2013). 

Taking the emerging tools and concepts of molecular biology to a wider public, 
Jacob used a historical approach that challenged older accounts: tracing the ideas 
about heredity from the Renaissance to the present, it considers major advances 
in the life sciences to be the result not of new scientific instruments but of the 
emergence of new abjects which, in turn, led to profound transformations in 

scientific thought. The Logic of Life was a public success from its inception: rapidly 
translated into the main European languages, the book was also published in 

translation in several South-American countries as well in the United States, the 
USSR, Japan, Israel, and China over the next two decades. ln France, it was 

discussed by prominent intellectual figures such as Georges Canguilhem, Michel 
Foucault, and Jacques Derrida. Even today, most accounts of the history of 

heredity, reproduction, and molecular biology continue to acknowledge Jacob's 
book. 

ln light of the above, the scarcity of critical, historical and cross-disciplinary 
analyses of The Logic of Life these past fifty years certainly cornes as a surprise. 
This two-day workshop, held in Ernst-Haeckel-Haus in Jena on June 18-19 2021, 
aims to fill this gap: bringing together scholars in history of science and biology, 

cultural and gender studies as well as philosophy, our goal is to discuss the 
philosophical, scientific, and historical dimensions of Jacob's book. 
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